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TAGS: NATO, OCON, AWACS, MILI, FR 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR NATO AEW (AWACS) PROGRAM 

REF: STATE 265681 DTG 281457Z OCT 76 

1 . POLCOUNSELOR AND EMBOFF PRESENTED TEXT OF AIDE- 
MEMOIRE ON AWACS PROGRAM TO PAGNIEZ (CHIEF, PACTS AND 
DISARMAMENT, QUAI D'ORSAY) ON OCTOBER 29. WE ARE SEEK- 
ING APPOINTMENT WITH HIBON (DIPLOMATIC ADVISOR TO MOD) 

TO MAKE SIMILAR APPROACH. MDA (EX-MAAG) WILL PROVIDE 
COPIES TO DELPECH’S STAFF. 

2. PAGNIEZ READ AIDE-MEMOIRE CAREFULLY AND 
COMMENTED THAT IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING AWACS QUESTION 
WOULD COME UP AT DPC MINISTERIAL MEETING. EMBOFF CON- 
FIRMED THIS AND SAID THAT EVEN THOUGH FRANCE NOT MEMBER 
OF DPC, U.S. WAS INTERESTED IN KEEPING FRENCH UP-TO-DATE 
ON AWACS DISCUSSIONS IN HOPES THAT THE FRENCH MAY DECIDE 
ULTIMATELY TO PARTICIPATE. 
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3. PAGNIEZ EXPRESSED APPRECIATION AND ADDED THAT THE 
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FRENCH POSITION HAD BEEN SET FORTH TO THE U.S. IN THE 
CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN DEFENSE MINISTER BOURGES AND 
FORMER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE SCHLESINGER AND SUBSEQUENTLY 
BY M. DELPECH TO DR. CURRIE OF DDR&E. PAGNIEZ REITERATED 
FRENCH POSITION THAT BECAUSE OF TIGHT DEFENSE BUDGET, 
FRANCE WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
AWACS PROJECT, BUT WOULD NOT ANNOUNCE ITS POSITION PUB- 
LICLY AND OPENLY SO AS NOT TO PREJUDICE OTHER NATIONS 
AGAINST THE SYSTEM. PAGNIEZ POINTED OUT ADDITIONALLY 
THAT THIS WAS ESSENTIALLY A QUESTION FOR THE MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE AT WHICH POINT WE ASSURED HIM THAT WE WERE 
ALREADY SEEKING AN APPOINTMENT WITH HIBON. 

4. WE WILL REPORT ANY SUBSTANTIVE OBSERVATIONS WHICH 
HIBON OR OTHER CONTACTS MAY SUBSEQUENTLY MAKE. 

RUSH 
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